ST. PATRICK SCHOOL FAMILY NEWSLETTER

October 5, 2011
Dear Parents,

In today’s family envelope you are receiving adeftom the Archdiocese of Detroit regarding thevrierms for the
IOWA and Cognitive Abilities test for students irades 1, 3, 5, and 7 are beginning this week.

Today at our Student of the Month assembly, stiderte introduced to our October Character Treatlership.
Positive leadership sets a good example. It guaddsdirects others to do their best. | am veryegigptive to all of our
students who have stepped forward to assume léapgrssitions within our school this year. Yestrdit Mass our
Eighth Grade class officers and Student Council bemnoffered a prayer of commitment. Father Belm th lit candle
from the Pascal candle and presented it to eaderstu This action symbolized that as Jesus igha to the world each
individual is challenged to be a guiding light fithers in our school community. At Mass uppemelstary students
also share their musical leadership skills by legdhe congregation in singing as choir membdraant to thank the
students who volunteered well as Mrs. Fisk and Mreka for leading the music at Mass. Thank yoour students
who assisted at the assembly this morning.

Today we acknowledged our Septem8edents of the Month. Our academic focus was Religion, | congratullage
students who were recognized for effort or achiexeinn Religion class. The students received @y&uKing
Certificate of Merit and a free Whopper Junioburing October our academic focus will be music.

Congratulations to our students who were recogrizisdmorning for good behavior outside of the stasm and
received the Principal’'s Award.

After our School Committee meeting last Thursdayhd®l Committee members took a tour of the schowldit
classrooms and view science projects, student,veorkponents of the new reading series Super Kétlgion and
character essays, art projects, writing journalsiad studies posters, etc. | thank our membartafdng such an interest
in the accomplishments of our students. | thankteachers for the diverse learning activities thete evident. Each
teacher found a “star award” with a note of ap@an from the School Committee when they arrivetheir classrooms
on Friday morning.

Through the Together in Faith process we have beallenged to share our future vision for St. R&t@atholic School.
The School Committee shared ideas which includgamaed preschool, extended day care, and summer aidenings.
They also shared improvement ideas for our groandsfacilities. Strengthening components to dgvelur Catholic
faith identity and community service activities wenentioned, as well as improving student skilisulgh individualized
testing and planning. Collaboration between teacti@ough team teaching and multiage instructias also viewed as
a positive component that we can continue to lugldn. If you have additional items for a futugstision of our school,
please send them to the school office.

I was recently informed that Pleasant Rowlandfol@der and chairman of the Rowland Reading Foumwiatvill
receive the Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Award fordignificant contributions to reading instructionGatholic schools
next Monday in Washington D.C. It is being presdrfor her Super School Initiative to help Cathsbtiools become
centers of excellence in primary-grade readingusion. Superkids, the K-2 reading program puiads by the
foundation is now being taught in approximately3D@ Catholic classrooms across the nation and pihoglexceptional
results. This is the reading program that we rég@uirchased. On Tuesday, Octobe¥ diteracy coach from the
Chicago based foundation will be with us all dapbserve and work with our preschool through seapade teachers
who are in the first year of using this program.

Our school has received a note of appreciation f@mp Storer leadership for our participation amgaluring the week
of September 19th.  As principal, it is a weleahjoy to have our students’ positive attitude badavior and strong
work ethic praised each year we visit Camp Stokénank our teachers and parent chaperones forghality and caring
attentiveness to our students during camp. Ouwrtieacher, Mrs. Shuman, does an excellent jobgzroring this camp
experience. The support provided by Mrs. Grinn lsingl. Koziol with their time at camp enhances tkpegience for
students.



Our parent chaperons are the best! Teachers, Gtongr personnel, parents, and students all comatenit the superb
support our parent chaperones supply to insureathat our students are safe, productive, andneiith great memories
of camp. It is not easy to rearrange work and fasthedules for several days or a week. Yetdbise willingly while
extended family members and other parents gragimadlinteer to cover the daily responsibilitiesoof parent
volunteers while they are at camp. It is uplidtio watch and listen as our adults prepare foadape on Monday.

They share loading responsibilities and bag inspesto insure all baggage is labeled and secBacking strategies are
reviewed by sharing what each has brought for thekw extra rope for drying wet clothes, flashlgtdriving directions,
sun tan lotion for hot weather, extra gloves fddageather, etc. Past experience has proven tbaldkomething be
missing or in short supply one of our parents gilickly make a trip to the nearest store and pwehehatever is
needed. It is with great appreciation the St. Blat@iommunity acknowledges the sacrifices made Inypatent
chaperones. When our eighth graders share fawoeteories at St. Patrick School, this experienaays ranks near or
at the top of the list. Thank you to this yegrésent chaperones.

Students have just completed a picture and shealyemtitled “How | Saw God” as a personal reflatidon how God
was present for them at camp. Some of theseastegpon the WOW board at the school entranceer®tan be found
outside the grade 5/6 classroom. Please take &entdmread these student compositions. They igighthe blessings
received by our youth who attend faith based schaotl the freedom to share their relationship @itk at school and
camp.

This year grades 3 and 4 will be learning to pleyrecorder. The students have received theirdecs and books and
are very excited to begin playing this instrument.

Yesterday was the feast of St. Francis of Assi® Wéd a special love for all of God’s creation.o3é& who share his
respect for God'’s creatures often choose this tifmear to ask for God’s blessing upon their pets all animals through
prayer.

O God our creator, everything that has the breath of life gives you praise. We ask you to watch over our pets and
animals. Keep

themin good health. Guard them against trouble. May the wisdom of . Francis and our love for these animals
deepen our respect for all of your creation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

After the Week at a Glance dates, we will nowtligt special memorial days of our church calendar.

Thank you to everyone who stepped forward to sasva room parent this year.

WEEK AT A GLANCE:
Wednesday, October 5
e Girls on the Run, 3:00 — 4:30 p.m.
* Auction Meeting, 6:30 p.m.CANCELLED
Thursday, October 6 - Memorial of St. Bruno, a priest and Blessed Marie-Rose Durocher .
Friday, October 7 - Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary
» First Friday Mass, 8:00 a.m.
Monday, October 10
e Girls on the Run, 3:00 — 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 11
» There will be no school Mass on this day as Fatudr will be unavailable.
* Magazine Drive Ends
Wednesday, October 12
e Girls on the Run, 3:00 — 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, October 13
Friday, October 14 - Memorial of St. Callistusl|, a pope and martyr.




HALLOWEEN GOODIE BAGS; We have been asked to include the number of staidie each grade for parents
wanting to donate something for the Halloween Hagstudents in a specific grade. Extra itemg selhbe used for
carnival game prizes.

Kindergarten (13) Grade 1 (14) Grade 2 (1&rade 3/4(19) Grade 5/6(23) Grade 7 (Qrade 8 (11)

STUDENT COUNCIL SEEKING PUMPKINSFOR HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL: We are looking for 11 medium
sized pumpkins for our classes to decorate foH#loween Carnival Pumpkin Contest. Please conltacoffice if you
can make a donation. We would like to have thepkins turned in by October 17 and the Student Cidwurii¢
distribute them the following week. When you caméhe carnival you can vote for your favorite puinp

PTO UPDATE: Thank you to all who attended our meeting yestgrdPlease complete and return the bottom portion
of the PTO letter in today’s family envelope. Thidl help the PTO prepare for our Halloween Caahion Friday,
October 28. We are seeking 125 medium sized treat bagshaitidles for the Halloween Carnival. If you havg an
guestions, please call the school office for camaenber. The next meeting will be on Tuesday Maver 8 at 6:30

p.m. Don't forget to mark you calendar for ounaSecret Shop set-up on December 15 after seimolahe shopping
day, December 16

SCHOOL PICTURES: School pictures were sent home with your chidjrtoday. If you would like your child to have
a retake, please return the entire package tocti@mkoffice with a note stating the reason. Yollbe notified once a
retake date is scheduled.

MAGAZINE DRIVE AND COOKIE SALE: Don't forgot to return your magazine and cookade orders by Tuesday,
October 11. Help is needed to count magazineleczke orders and money next Tuesday, Octobeegdihhing at 7:45
a.m. Please contact the school office if youlead a hand that morning.

AUCTION UPDATE: The meeting scheduled for tonight has been postpongl Tuesday, October 25 at 6:30 p.m.
We are in need of auction donations. A weekly tpdall be included in next week’s newsletter t&rawledge
businesses and individuals who have contributedsitte date. It will inform our families as to thypes of items that are
being donated. Thank you to those who have camdhib helping on an auction committee. We amseied of
additional workers especially in the area of sgllickets after Mass on November 12/13, transpgitems and set-up on
Thursday, December 1, and clean-up and tear dawnthe auction. Please contact the schooleffic one of our
chairpersons to offer your assistance If youm@avas inadvertently left off the list please cahtae school office.

PARENTSIN GRADES1,3,4,5,6, 7, AND8HELP PROVIDE YOUR CHILDWITH A POSITIVE TESTING
EXPERIENCE: During the next few week these grades are takiadOWA or MEAP test. Please help you child by
making sure they get enough rest at night and tstardlay with a healthy breakfast. Students ia¢sml to have a water
bottle and healthy snack for the day. Rememberdeide encouragement and support during testigg.da

THANK YOU PARADE FLOAT DONORSAND PARTICIPANTS: Thank you to all who assisted so our students
could be part of the SMCC homecoming parade. fémeé of our truck was Irish Blessings | acknowketiee school
family who drove their truck, Another school faynibr making and donating our vinyl banners for thesk, parent
chaperones who rode in the truck with our studentalso thank our spirited students and sibliwhs exceptional in
representing our theme, Irish Blessings.

MASS OF THANSGIVING FOR THE BEATIFICATION OF POPE JOHN PAUL 11: On Saturday, October 22
there will be an outdoor prayer service at 4:30.@mthe Shrine to Pope John Paul |l beside Ouy lohdt. Carmel
Church in Wyandotte followed by Mass in church @tf. The celebration and prayers will be bothatigh and
English.

LOST: A blue/cloth titanium necklace was left in thengafter volleyball practice on last Wednesdayfoiind, please
return to the school office.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:
* To the Mitchell family on the death of Dan Mitchislfather.
» Father John LaCasse, former pastor of St. Josdah, |




QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
It is no use walking anywhere to preach unlessa@iking is our preachingSt. Francis of Assis

Ruth Meiring
Principal



